American Academy Plagiarism Policy and Guide
What is plagiarism?
Plagiarism is using someone else’ s ideas, language, writing, or other original (not common knowledge) material without referencing the source.
What are the consequences of plagiarizing? 
· 1st Offense: 	Documented. Dean contacts parents/guardians. In-school suspension: ______ day(s).
· 2nd Offense: 	Documented in permanent record (IC).Dean contacts parents/guardians. 
In-school suspension: ______ day(s). 
· 3rd Offense: 	Documented in permanent record (IC). Dean contacts parents/guardians. 
Out-of-school suspension: ______ day(s).  
When should I reference my source?
To avoid plagiarism, you must give credit whenever you:
· use another person’s idea, opinion, or theory; 
· use any facts, statistics, graphs, drawings, or any information that is not common knowledge; 
· use quotations of another person’s actual spoken or written words; or 
· paraphrase of another person’s spoken or written words. 
How do I avoid plagiarism?
1. Place quotes or passages taken directly from the source in quotations and reference the source.  
2. Paraphrase – Read over what you want to paraphrase carefully, then compose an original passage that conveys the original author’s content. 
3. Check your paraphrase against the original text to be sure you have not accidentally used the same phrases or words, and that the information is accurate. 
What is the rule about quotes over 40 words? _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
If you paraphrase material, do you still need to reference it? Circle one: YES / NO
There are many different types of plagiarism. The following three are among the most common:
1. Copy and paste – The plagiarizer copies another’s work completely and submits it as his/her own.
2. Copy and replace – The plagiarizer copies another’s work and replaces some to all of the words.
3. Failure to reference – After a legitimate paraphrase, the author neglects to reference the source.
Which do you think is the most common type of plagiarism, and why? ____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Practice
1. Highlight all text that is the same in the original and plagiarized examples.
2. For each example, identify which plagiarism type you think was used: 
a. Copy and paste
b. Copy and replace
Example #1
Original: Up, up up, groping through the clouds for what seemed like an eternity . . . No amount of practice could have prepared them for what they encountered. B-24s, glittering like mice, were popping up out of the clouds all over the sky.
Plagiarized: Up, up, up he went, until he got above the clouds. No amount of practice could have prepared the pilot and crew for what they encountered – B-24s, glittering like mice, were popping up out of the clouds over here, over there, everywhere.
What plagiarism method do you think this is, and why? ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Example #2
Original: As the oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico spreads to nearly 4,000 square miles, we must see this tragedy as a tipping point to push our country toward clean energy.
Plagiarized: As the oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico spreads to nearly 4,000 square miles, we must see this tragedy as a tipping point to push our country toward clean energy (Mercury, 2010).
What plagiarism method do you think this is, and why? ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Example #3
Original:  Let’s be clear: this wish for politically correct casting goes only one way, the way designed to redress the injuries of centuries.  When Pat Carroll, who is a woman, plays Falstaff, who is not, casting is considered a stroke of brilliance.  
Plagiarized: Let us be honest.  The desire for politically appropriate casting only goes in one direction, the direction intended to make up for the damage done over hundreds of years.  When Pat Carroll, a female, is cast as Falstaff, a male, the decision is a brilliant one (Quindlen, 2009).
What plagiarism method do you think this is, and why? ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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