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Athletic Policy
ATHLETIC REGISTRATION  

Required Forms
All athletes, prior to participating in camps and practices must complete the registration process at their school. This process includes filling out athletic forms, turning in a signed physical form, and paying the athletic registration fee. 
1. Registration Form - student information and parent/guardian signatures must be provided.  

2. Athletic Conduct Contract- all information must be completed and signed by parent/guardian and student.
3. Physical Form by Physician – form must be completed and signed by physician and preferably have the clinic/office letterhead.  Students will not be allowed to participate without this form and physicals expire exactly one year from the date on the form.
4. Emergency Card - emergency contact information and medical information must be provided.
Fees 
1. There is a fee to participate in a sport.
2. Students may not participate in practices or games until the fee is paid or other provisions are made.

3. Refunds for the entire fee amount will be granted up to 14 calendar days of the first practice.

4. If an athlete leaves the school, the fee will be refunded on a prorated basis.

ATHLETIC CODE OF CONDUCT  

The student participating in the athletic programs at American Academy:  

1. Must be in attendance at school the day of a game or practice, except in the case of a doctor’s appointment or any other excused reason, other than illness; and in case of illness, must be at school at least one half day  (minimum 3 1/2 hours);

2. Must arrive at practice on time and remain at practice until it is over, unless excused by the coach in the case of a special circumstance. Lack of regular attendance will jeopardize opportunities to participate;
3. Must not be late for three practices and/or games combined or they will be removed from the team with no refund of fees (coaches will determine what amount of time is considered late);  

4. Will be prevented from participating in a sport for the rest of the season, if he/she violates the Alcohol/Drug Use Policy, or any other policy in the School Code of Conduct which would result in a recommendation for expulsion.  

5. Will be prevented from participating in a sport for the rest of the season for intentional equipment abuse and will  be responsible to pay for damaged or unreturned equipment before being allowed to participate in any further athletic program; 
The preceding code is a minimum Code of Conduct. Any coach may use a more strict set of rules.  

ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY 
In addition to the rules of scholastic eligibility, each athlete is expected to conduct themselves according to all rules and regulations of the school throughout the school year. No student will be allowed to compete on the day of truancy or while suspended from school. If an event is scheduled for a non-school day, the athlete must be in accordance with these rules on the preceding day.  

All athletes must abide by the Athletic Code of Conduct, and the School Code of Conduct. All rules and regulations are considered to be in effect throughout the school year. Most important are the rules on behavior and citizenship, which all students are expected to follow. Any athlete, who in the judgment of the coach or principal are found to be conducting himself/herself in a manner which is not representative of the best interest of American Academy will be suspended or dropped from the current program.  

Eligibility
1. One grade at a “D” or below will make an athlete ineligible for one week (Monday through Saturday).  Coaches and or parents may adopt a stricter policy but may not be more lenient.  A school administrator shall have the authority to make individual student recommendations for Special Education or At-Risk students.
2. Weekly eligibility reports will be generated by coaches on the Thursday before the next week to check for athlete eligibility.  Athletes will be informed by their coaches Thursday after school and have until Friday at 3:00 pm to have any discrepancies cleared up with the teacher(s) of that/those subject(s).  The teacher(s) will then be the only person(s) that can clear an athlete to be eligible for the next week’s game.  It is the athlete’s responsibility to make these arrangements pertaining to their grade(s).  The athlete is ineligible until the grade(s) meet the requirements stated above.
3. Ineligible athletes will be permitted to practice but may not play in games.

4. A school administrator shall have the authority to declare an athlete ineligible for participating in athletic activities based on inappropriate behavior.

5. The Middle School sports programs operate under a “NO CUT” policy.  An athlete will not be dropped due to skill level, but may be dropped for irregular attendance.

6. Athletes must attend all scheduled school practices for all sports and have no unexcused absences in order to participate in the games or contests. 

7. If an athlete has a documented incident during the “sports season,” they will be ineligible for one game per incident.  Three documented incidents during a “sports season” will lead to removal from the team without refund of fees.
TRANSPORTATION
Coaches cannot leave the American Academy campus unless every child has been picked up.  There are occasions where coaches spend an unreasonable amount of time waiting for parents to pick up their child.  Please understand that coaches have families and other obligations each evening to attend to.  Because of these circumstances, a three-strike policy has been implemented to reduce or eliminate spending extra time waiting for parents to pick up their child.  The policy is as follows:

1st Occurrence – discussion with player and documenting that the ride home was late
2nd Occurrence – discussion with parents that one more occurrence leads to dismissal from the team
3rd Occurrence – dismissal from the team with no refund of fees
Any wait time exceeding 15 minutes after a practice, game, or contest is considered late.

SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE ATHLETE  

The safety of athletes and coaches is a high priority. Coaches, participants, parents, and spectators must participate in assuring a safe environment for athletic activities. If there is an emergency, the coach or administrator in charge will be responsible.  

For all emergencies, parents must be notified and an accident report must be completed. An athletic emergency card is to be with the coach for every athlete during practice and game hours. If an athlete has to be transported to the hospital, a member of the coaching staff or a designated adult will accompany the athlete.   
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