American Academy
3rd Grade Curriculum Overview

[image: image1.wmf]
Language Arts

1. Reading and Writing





a. Reading Comprehension and Response

b. Writing

c. Spelling, Grammar, and Usage

d. Vocabulary

2. [image: image2.wmf]Poetry

3. Fiction

a. Stories

b. Myths and Mythical Characters

c. Literary Terms

4. Sayings and Phrases

Major focus:  Reading fluency and comprehension; writing

What you can do at home to help improve your child’s reading and writing:

1. Read to and with your child at home as much as possible. (3rd graders are required to read 20 minutes daily outside of school.)

a. As you are reading together, stop frequently to check for understanding of the main idea and vocabulary. 

b. At the beginning of each reading time, ask your child to summarize or retell what was read the previous reading time. Then, have your child make predictions about what is going to happen next in the story.

c. Ask your child to describe the characters of the story.

d. Check to see if your child can make a personal connection with the story--Ask your child if what you are reading reminded them of something.

2. [image: image3.wmf]When your child does any writing at home, try to check for misspelled words, punctuation mistakes, complete sentences, and does their writing make sense.  Gently coach and remind them of any corrections they could make that would improve these skills.
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Math
    
1. Numbers and Number Sense

2. Fractions and Decimals

3. Money

4. Computation

a. Addition

b. Subtraction

c. Multiplication
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e. Solving Problems and Equations

5. Measurement

a. Linear Measure

b. [image: image6.wmf]Weight (Mass)

c. Capacity (Volume)

d. Temperature

e. Time

6. Geometry

Major Focus:  Math Facts—addition, subtraction, multiplication, division; 

                      problem solving; time and money
What you can do at home to help improve your child’s math skills:

1. Nightly, review and help child correct their homework as necessary. Initial or sign homework.

2. Review and quiz your child on their math facts every night, as appropriate and necessary.
3. Incorporate problem solving skills that relate to real life situations. (Such as going to the store, making a purchase, and getting change back.)

4. Make them read a clock with hands—not digital clocks.  Also, when buying them a watch, get them one with hands not the digital numbers.
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History and Geography
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1. World Geography

a. Spatial Sense

b. Geographical Terms and Features

i. Canada

ii. Important Rivers of the World

2. Ancient Rome

a. Geography of the Mediterranean Region

b. [image: image10.wmf]Background

c. The Empire

d. The “Decline and Fall” of Rome

e. The Eastern Roman Empire: Byzantine Civilization

3. The Vikings

a. Norse Myths
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1. The Earliest Americans

a. Crossing the Land Bridge

b. Native Americans

2. Early Exploration of North America

a. Early Spanish Exploration and Settlement

b. Exploration and Settlement of the American Southwest

c. The Search for the Northwest Passage

3. The Thirteen Colonies:  Life and Times Before the Revolution

a. Geography

b. Southern Colonies

c. New England Colonies

d. [image: image12.wmf]Middle Atlantic Colonies
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1. Introduction to Classification of Animals

2. The Human Body

a. The Muscular System

b. [image: image14.wmf]The Skeletal System

c. The Nervous System

d. Vision:  How the Eye Works

e. Hearing:  How the Ear Works

3. Light and Optics

4. Sound

5. Ecology

6. Astronomy

7. Science Biographies


